The family Clethraceae is composed of two genera, Purdiaea with four species in Neotropics (Anderberg & Zhang 2002) and Clethra L. with ca. 68 species (Willis, Dict. Fl. Pl & Ferns 261. 1973 , revised by Airy-Shaw 1973 Wu et al. 2005 ) and distributed in continents Asia, America and Madeira, the archipelago. In Asia, concentration is in China with ca. 15 species (Hu 1960) . A few species are found in Malaysia ( van Steenis 1958; Backer & van den Brink 1965 (Shu 2005) . The eastern Szechuan and western Yunnan are the western and northern limits of the range of the genus in China (Bennet & Naithani 1978) . Interestingly, this was the first and the only report on the presence and distribution of the species in India.
After 34 years, the authors came across the blooming of C. delavayi from two new localities in Arunachal Pradesh apart from Eaglenest, the earlier known distribution. The survey was carried out from March to August in Arunachal Pradesh, the eastern most (Table 1) . Morphologically the population varies in all three locations, i.e., leaf shape, serration and floral characteristics. There are seemingly no other threats to the population at present but distinctive patchiness. Detailed surveys to understand the distribution of the species in Arunachal Himalaya is emphasized.
